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A dynamic approach to long-term
wealth accumulation
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Ameriprise Financial
Conﬁdent Retirement® approach

The Ameriprise Financial Conﬁdent Retirement®
approach breaks retirement planning down into
doable steps to take the uncertainty out of
facing your future. Your financial advisor can
offer practical advice and solutions to cover
your essential expenses, ensure your lifestyle,
prepare for the unexpected and leave a legacy.
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Taking advantage of the market’s growth
opportunities and protecting your loved ones
are both important aspects of financial security
and stability. Variable universal life insurance
enables you to do both, helping you feel more
confident today and in retirement.

Are you looking for a compelling approach to
long-term wealth accumulation?

RiverSource® Variable Universal Life 5
insurance offers you:

S ecurity

Protect loved ones with an income tax-free death benefit*
while building for your future.

Growth

Allocate assets to your choice of professionally managed
portfolios; one or more of 90 subaccounts from well-known
fund families; a fixed account offering a guaranteed rate of
return; and/or a fixed indexed account that credits interest
based on the movement of an index.
All guarantees are based on the continued claims-paying
ability of the issuing company.

Freedom

Take advantage of tax-deferred growth and the ability to
take tax-free withdrawals to meet your goals, e.g., make
payment on a home, fund a child’s education, supplement
your retirement income, or whatever you wish.

*You have a choice between two death benefit options: “Option 1,” providing a level specified amount, or
“Option 2,” providing a specified amount plus the policy value.
Before you purchase Variable Universal Life 5 (VUL 5) life insurance, be sure to consider the policy’s features,
benefits, risks and fees, and whether it’s appropriate for you based on your financial situation and objectives.
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Putting VUL 5 to work for you
today — and tomorrow
With RiverSource® Variable Universal Life 5
insurance, you can take advantage of the market’s
growth opportunities and enjoy tax-deferred
accumulation and tax-free withdrawals—all while
protecting your loved ones.
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Policy
You and your financial advisor determine how much
coverage you need based on your goals and financial
situation and which death benefit to choose: “Option
1,” providing a level specified amount, or “Option 2,”
providing a specified amount plus the policy value.
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Investment options
You choose whether to build your policy’s portfolio with Portfolio
Stabilizer, a managed approach where your portfolio’s equity
and fixed income exposure is adjusted during volatile markets;
Portfolio Navigator, a traditional managed asset allocation
approach; or, with individual subaccounts.
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Hypothetical example only; intended to illustrate how the policy cash value and death
benefit have the opportunity to grow relative to the premium amount funding the policy.

Protection from taxes
Your cash value grows tax-deferred, enabling you to
keep more of your hard-earned dollars at work for you
over time. You also have the flexibility to take tax-free
withdrawals for whatever you wish.

Death benefit
You have lifetime insurance coverage, as long as your
policy is properly funded and managed. The policy’s
benefit passes income tax-free to your loved ones or to
charitable organizations of your choosing.
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Answers to questions you might have
Purchasing RiverSource VUL 5 life insurance 
How do I know if VUL 5 is right for me?
Variable universal life is not for everyone. Generally
speaking, it can be a good strategy for you if you:
• Can benefit from additional insurance protection
• Have a 15+-year investment horizon
• Believe in equity exposure
• Could benefit from a source of tax-free income to
complement your taxable investments

Growing and accessing your policy’s cash value
How can I grow my policy’s cash value?
VUL 5 insurance offers a variety of options for customizing
your policy’s cash value to meet your needs and goals:
• A fixed account — An account offering a guaranteed
minimum interest rate of 2.0%.
• Fixed indexed accounts — Two accounts—subject to
a current cap and floor—to which interest is credited
based on movement in the S&P 500® index. Although
interest credited will be affected by changes in the
index, your policy’s cash value is not directly invested in
any stock or equity investments.
• Portfolio Stabilizer funds — Four professionally
managed funds—ranging from conservative to growth—
that adjust your equity and fixed-income exposure in
response to anticipated market volatility, helping you
manage your risk exposure and providing you with more
consistent returns over time.
• Portfolio Navigator portfolios — Five professionally
managed portfolios—ranging from conservative to
aggressive—that provide professional investment
analysis and oversight, simplifying your financial life and
saving you time.
• Individual subaccounts — Subaccounts from well-known
asset management companies representing all major
asset classes.
Keep in mind that variable universal life insurance is a
complex vehicle that is subject to market risk, including
the potential loss of principal invested.
For more detail on these options, see the inserts in the
brochure’s inside back pocket.
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Can I allocate my cash value to more than one subaccount?
Yes, you can build your policy’s portfolio using any
combination of the subaccounts; the fixed account; and/or
one or more of the fixed indexed accounts. Work with your
financial advisor to design your portfolio to suit your
financial goals, time frame and tolerance for market risk.

Am I limited to how much premium I can put
into my policy?
Unlike other investments, the IRS does not restrict how
much you can contribute to your policy based on your age
or income, but they do limit the amount you can put into
your policy based on the amount of coverage. Work with
your financial advisor to structure the policy to meet your
needs, so that you can take full advantage of its potential
to build and withdraw cash value in tax-efficient ways.
If you pay more than a specified premium amount into the
policy, you create what is called a “Modified Endowment
Contract,” or “MEC,” for short. If your policy becomes a
MEC, the policy death benefit still passes income-tax-free
to your heirs; however, withdrawals (including loans) you
take from the policy are taxable on an earnings-first basis.
In addition, you may incur a 10% federal income tax
penalty on any earnings withdrawn prior to age 59½. So, if
you plan on taking money out, it’s usually best not to
exceed the MEC premium limit.
How do I access my cash value?
When properly funded and managed, you can access your
policy’s cash value tax-free to help with your long-term
financial goals. You can do this in two ways:
• Take out what you put in — You can withdraw the
amount that you’ve contributed to your policy. This
type of withdrawal (known as a “partial surrender”)
permanently reduces the value of the death benefit that
passes to your beneficiaries. Surrenders are generally
taxable to the extent they exceed the investment in
the policy.
• “Borrow” from your cash value — You can “borrow”
up to 90% of your policy’s value as if you were your
own bank. In fact, after 10 years, assuming a properly
structured policy and current rates, the loan will be
“zero net-cost” because the policy value backing the
loan will be credited the same amount of interest you
were charged.* You also have the flexibility to choose
to pay yourself back. If you don’t, a portion of the death
benefit will pay off the loan and the remainder will go to
your beneficiaries. If you do, your beneficiaries will get
the full benefit amount. Although loans are generally not
taxable, there may be tax consequences if the policy
lapses or is surrendered with a loan (even as part of a
1035 exchange), and taxable income could exceed the
amount of any cash received.
*RiverSource Life reserves the right to charge a higher policy loan
interest rate than the credit you receive. Ask your advisor for details.

How does accessing my cash value affect my policy?
In order to maintain the guarantee you have against your
policy lapsing, you must maintain a certain premium
level on your policy during the no lapse guarantee
period. When you want to access money, work with your
advisor to know how much is available without putting
your policy’s guarantees in jeopardy. Additionally, if you
cancel your policy within a certain year period from its
date of issuance you will be assessed charges, called
“surrender charges.”
Are there restrictions on what cash value withdrawals
can be used for?
No, you can use your tax-free withdrawals for whatever you
choose, e.g. to make a payment on a home, to fund a
child’s education, or to supplement your retirement income.

Some riders are available for an additional cost and not
all riders are available in all states. Ask your financial
advisor for details.
What fees are associated with the policy?
Your VUL 5 policy provides permanent life insurance
protection and opportunities to build cash value. Cost of
insurance, policy fees, premium expense charge and
subaccount expenses are associated with these
features. Depending on how you’ve designed your policy,
you may also incur optional rider, surrender and other
policy charges. Ask your financial advisor for details.

Leveraging other policy benefits
Can I add riders to this policy?
Yes, there are optional riders that can help you:
• Pay your premiums even if you can’t earn an income
due to illness or injury.
• Use your policy’s benefit amount for your own
care needs.
• Increase your benefit amount each year automatically
to help you keep up with inflation or the increased
value of your business.
• Provide a legacy to your favorite charity or cause
(in addition to passing on a benefit to your family).
Available only on policies of $1 million or more.
• Prevent your policy from lapsing with an outstanding
loan balance (that could be taxable to you) even if you
have accessed a large amount of the policy’s value.

RiverSource® VUL 5 insurance
is available exclusively through
Ameriprise financial advisors.
Ask your financial advisor how it
can help you meet your
accumulation, income and
protection needs, and help give
you more freedom in retirement.

In Oregon, this brochure is authorized for use only when accompanied by the Oregon surrender schedule information,
item #291595.
The VUL 5 policy offers a no-lapse guarantee for the first 10 policy years or to age 75; it’s based on a specified
accumulated premium amount, so if your cumulative premium is inadequate to maintain the no-lapse guarantee the
no-lapse guarantee terminates. Within a limited period of time, you may pay additional premium to resume the no-lapse
guarantee. If additional premium is not paid during this period, the no-lapse guarantee cannot be reactivated.
The Portfolio Stabilizer and Portfolio Navigator funds are investment options within variable life insurance and annuity
products offered by RiverSource Life Insurance Company and RiverSource Life Insurance Co. of New York (collectively,
RiverSource Life). The funds are managed by Columbia Management Investment Advisers, LLC (Columbia Management),
an affiliate of RiverSource Life. Columbia Management, RiverSource Life and their affiliates may receive revenue related
to assets allocated to these funds. Please read the product and fund prospectuses carefully before investing.
The S&P 500 Index is a product of S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC (“SPDJI”), and has been licensed for use by RiverSource
Life Insurance Company and RiverSource Life Insurance Co. of New York (individually and collectively, “RiverSource Life”).
Standard & Poor’s®, S&P® and S&P 500® are registered trademarks of Standard & Poor’s Financial Services LLC (“S&P”);
Dow Jones® is a registered trademark of Dow Jones Trademark Holdings LLC (“Dow Jones”); and these trademarks have
been licensed for use by SPDJI and sublicensed for certain purposes by RiverSource Life. RiverSource Life’s indexed
accounts (collectively, the “Indexed Accounts”) are not sponsored, endorsed, sold or promoted by SPDJI, Dow Jones, S&P,
their respective affiliates, and none of such parties make any representation regarding the advisability of investing in the
Indexed Accounts nor do they have any liability for any errors, omissions, or interruptions of the S&P 500 Index.
You should consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of the variable life insurance policy and
its underlying investment options carefully before investing. For a free copy of the life insurance prospectus and
underlying investment’s prospectus, which contains this and other information about variable life insurance, call 1-800333-3437. Read the prospectus carefully before you invest.
It is possible that coverage will terminate when either no premiums are paid following the
initial premiums, or subsequent premiums are insufficient to continue coverage.
Neither RiverSource Life Insurance Company, nor its affiliates or representatives, offer tax
or legal advice. Consult with your tax adviser or attorney regarding your specific situation.
The Confident Retirement approach is not a guarantee of future financial results.
Applies to policy numbers ICC12 132376 and 132376 and state variations thereof; and in
New York to 138795 and 138795-ES.
riversource.com/insurance

RiverSource Distributors, Inc. (Distributor), Member FINRA. Issued by RiverSource Life Insurance
Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and in New York only, by RiverSource Life Insurance Co. of
New York, Albany, New York. Affiliated with Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
© 2014-2016 RiverSource Life Insurance Company. All rights reserved.

291733 C

K-291733
(8/16)

